In 1941 the Trenton House Company sold the deteriorating
hotel to the firm of Warren, Inc. (Merc. Co. Deed 818 203).
Henry Kaplan, the president of this firm, immediately
announced plans that called for the total reconstruction of
the building’s first floor to create a new entry and bar and
additional retail space that could accommodate 17 stores.
This project was partially realized and resulted in the
relocation of the hotel’s entrance to East Hanover Street
and the development of a total of 14 commercial rental
properties (Figure 4.22 and 4.23). In 1950 the oWwnership of
the hotel passed from Warren, Inc. to Kaplan and his
partner, Albert Kahn (Merc. Co. Deed 1130 158; the Raplan
and Kahn families continued their - ownership of the pProperty
until 1979), and in 1952 it was renamed the Earle Hotel.

The much-deteriorated: hotel was closed by the City of
Trenton in 1962 (Trenton Times, March 30, 1841, February

12, 1953, and August 20, 1982).

B. Archaeology

The Phase 1 investigations of the Trenton House property
identified a sizable 30 by 90-foot area within the former
hotel yard that appeared to be without basements (Figure
1.4). Two small test trenches excavated through the floors
of the early 20th-~century structures in this area confirmed
the presence of archaeological strata, producing evidence of
structural features and approximately a four-foot build-up
of cultural deposits. The recovery of 18th~century
artifacts from these trenches further confirmed the
archaeclogical potential of this zone.

The Phase 2 investigations, during which the bulk of the
fieldwork was performed, involved excavation of three large
excavation units (described in detail below) covering an
area of roughly 385 sq.ft (Figures 5.1 and 5.2). Two of
these units (Excavation Units 1 and 2) produced an
especially rich archaeological sequence. The third uvnit
proved somewhat less revealing, the earlier deposits having
been more drastically affected by the early 20th-century
modifications. The Phase 3 investigations involved the
excavation of four minor extensions to the two more
productive units. These extensions covered an additional
100 sq.ft. or so of the 30 by 90-foot zone within the hotel
vard.

During the course of six months of fieldwork within the
Trenton House yard the archaeological team became extremely
familiar with the buildings on the property and, as part of
the work effort, measured plans were prepared for the
basement and first floor levels of the hotel {(Figures 5.1
and 5.2). These drawings emerged as an essential part of
our understanding the history and physical development of
the property and also proved of critical assistance in the
analysis of the archaeological data (see below, Chapter 5C).
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MATRIX 5.1. TRENTON HOUSE, EXCAVATION UNITS 1, 1A AND 1B

(See Appendix B.i for details of contexts)
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Sealed beneath the mid-1850s rubble fill was a three- to
three-and-a-half-foot thick sequence of mid-18th through
mid-19th century deposits. The upper part of this sequence
comprised a group of garden or vard-related features
apparently dating from the late 1830s through into the
mid-1850s. In the western half of Excavation Unit 1 the
sand and gravel base [1/13] of what was probably originally
a brick walk were found (Figures 5.3 and 5.5; Plates 5.3 and
5.4). This walk consisted of two connecting sections, both
apparently curvilinear in plan. The eastern arm of the walk
continued through the western part of Excavation Unit 1A
[1A/4] where an in-sity brick was found in the southwest
corner of the unit [1A/8]. A scatter of bricks in the
center of Excavation Unit 1A [1A/11] appeared to be material
dislodged from the walk, presumably in the mid-1850s (Plate
5.13).

In the eastern half of Excavation Units 1 and 14 a prominent
north-south line was recognized, consisting of a soil change
[1A/7 and 8], a line of three postholes [1/21, 1A/17} and a
single brick set on edge lengthways [1/23] (Figure 5.3;
Plates 5.4 and 5.13). These features were stratigraphically
linked with the brick walk found to the west and appear to
represent a garden border or fence line. Binding these
various garden/yard features together was a well-mixed loamy
soil interpreted as a garden deposit [1/14, 1/15, 1/17,
1718, 1/18, 1A/7, 1A/8, 1A/13, 1A/181. This soil contained
a large quantity of early 19th-century and some late
18th-century cultural materials including ceramics
(tablewares, kitchenwares, clay pipes), glass, metal
objects, bone and shell (Appendix C.i). The late 1830s
though mid-1850s garden phase was not represented in
Excavation Unit 1B as the disturbance and filling associated
with the mid-1850s construction extended to a greater depth
further to the north (i.e., closer to the East Hanover
Street wing of the hotel).

.In Excavation Unit 1A and the southwest corner of Excavation
Unit 1 the mid-19th century garden deposits sealed a
well-defined trench filled with compact rubble [1/26, 1A/19]
(Figures 5.4, 5.5 and 5.7; Plates 5.4, 5.8-5.8, 5.14-5.17).
This trench represented the robbing of a square or
rectilinear foundation, the northeast corner of which was
located close to the junction of Excavation Unitz 1 and 1A.
Stratigraphic relationships and associated artifacts date
this robbing action to the late 1830s at the earliest,
although the building itself is believed to have been
erected in the late 18th or very early 19th centuries.

Material very similar to the robber trench fill was
encountered within what would have been the interior of this
structure, evidently representing a contemporary destruction
deposit [1A/18]. Below this layer, within the outbuilding
footprint, were two sandy deposits [1A/22, 1A/23], which,
based on the artifacts contained within them, appear to have
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FIGURE 5.3. TRENTON HOUSE, PLAN OF EXCAVATION UNITS 1, 1A AND 1B
[19TH — CENTURY FEATURES]
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FIGURE 5.4. TRENTON HOUSE PLAN OF EXCAVATION UNITS 1, 1A AND 1B
[LATE 18TH —~ CENTURY FEATURES]
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FIGURE 5.5. TRENTON HOUSE, EXCAVATION
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FIGURE 5.6. TRENTON HOUSE, EXCAVATION UNIT 1, EAST PROFILE
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Context 1 - sub-floor build-up and destruction deposit [mid-/late 20the}
Context 2 - brick wail, fomdation for flooring system in Lide

Gardens kiichens [o0.1910-20 thru late 20the]
Context 3 - bullders trench for foundation {2] {c.1910-20]
Context 5 - brick wall, foundation for flcoring system in Lido

Gardens kitchens [o.1910-20 thru late 20thc)
Context 7 - muilders trench for foundation {63 [¢.1910-20}
Context 8 - yard build-up/fill [late 19th/early 20tne]
Context 11 - yubble £ill/7vard build-up [mid-19the] D
Context 17 ~ garden/yard soil [mid-18thc] :
Centext 22 - sand bedding for brick walk [early 1Sthec]}

Context 27 - sand and gravel base for brick walk [early 19thc]
Context 30 ~ garden/vard soil [late 18thc]
Context 32 - ash deposit [late 18the]

Context 36 - construction deposit relating to erectlion of house
[1id-1770e} or cuthuilding {late 18thcl

Context 40 - vard seil [mid-18thc]

Context 45 - subsoil

For fuller detail of comtexts see Appendix B.
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FIGURE 5.7. TRENTON HOUSE, EXCAVATION UNIT 1A: EAST,
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Context 1 - sub-floor build-up and destruction deposit [wid-/late 20tho]

Context 2 - yard btuild-up/fill [late 18th/early 20thc)

Context 3 - builders trench for foundation [35] [c.1910-203

Context 4 [12, 14, 34] - sand and gravel bedding for path; originally
supported a brick walk [8], but bricks mostly removed [11] [mid-19the)

Context 5 ~ rubble £ill/?vard build-up [mid-18the]

Context & ~ brick walk; partially robbed; probebly related to brick
scatter {i1] [mid-1Sthe]
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Context B8 ~ see context T
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Context 12 - see context 4
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Context 14 - see context 4

Context 16 - see context 7

Context 18 - destruction deposit comnected w/ robbed cutbuilding
foundation [19] [71830s} :

Context 18 [32, 36] - robber trench for outbuilding foundation [robbed ?1830s;
building constructed late 18th/early 18thc]

Context 22 « ?£111 placed in cutbuilding interior immediately after demoliticn
and before robbing of foundation [19] [71830s]
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and before robbing of foundation {191 [71830s8]

Context 24 - garden/vard soil [late 18th/early 19thc]
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Context 25 [28] - garden/yvard soil [late 18thc]
Comtext 26 - aee context 25

Context 27 - Zconstruction deposit relating to erection of house [mid-1770s]

or outtuilding [late 18the]
Centext 28 - ash deposit; Toocupation debris [lave 18the]

Context 29 - Toonstruction deposit relating to erection of

house [mid-1770s] or cuthuilding [late 18the]

Conteact 30 [31] ~ vard soil [mid-18the]

Context 31 - see context 30

Context 32 - see context 19

Context 33 ~ subsoil

Context, 34 ~ see conteot 4

Context 35 ~ brick wall, foundation for fleooring system in Lido Gardens
kitchens [¢,1910~20 thru late 20thc]

Context 36 - see context 19

Context 37 - vard muild-up/fill [late 19th/early 20thc)
For fuller detail of contexts see Appendix B.
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FIGURE 5.8. TRENTON HOUSE EXCAVATION UNIT 1B,
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For fuller detail of contexts see Appendix B.
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Plate 5.2. Trenton House, Excavation Unit 1: general
view looking east following removal of floor and initial
clean-up; original Phase 1 test trench visible in center
of unit; scale in feet (Photographer: Richard Huter,
April 1987).
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Plate 5.4, Trenton House, Excavation Unit 1: general
view of early 19th century yard deposits locking west;
fill of robber trench for north wall of late 18th century
outbuilding visible in upper left corner of unit; remains
of brick path and sand base at bottom right; trowels point
to postholes from possible fence or trellis: scale in feet
(Photograrher: Richard Hunter, May 1987).
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Plate 5.8. Trenton House, Excavation
Unit 1: view locking west showing
18th century deposits; 1770s mortayr-
filled construction deposit has been
rartially removed exposing pre-urban
cultural and natural soils; rnote
postholes, posaibly from scaffolding,
cut into these layers; robber trench
for north wall of late 18th century
autbuilding visible at upper left;
scale in feet (Photographer: Richard
Hunter, May 1887).
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Plate 5.9, Trenton House, Excavation
Unit 1: view locking east showing
northern half of unit with 1770s
mortar-filled construction deposit
removed; almost four feet of 18th

and 18th century cultural stratigraphy
visible in east profile at far end of
unit; scale in feet (Photographer:
Richard Hunter, May 1987).




Plate §.10. Trenton House, Excavation
Unit 1: view of northern end of west
profile of unit upon completion of
excavation; scale pole in foreground
rests on subsoil; stratigraphy from
base upwards includes mid-18th century
vard soil, 1770s mortar-filled con-
struction deposit, late 18th/early
19th century yard build-up and garden
soils, mid-19th century path base
[three feet from bottom of unit] and
later 19th/early 20th century vard
taild-up; scale in feet (Photographer:
Richard Hunter, May 1987).
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Plate 5,11, Trenton House, Excavation
Unit 1: view of northern end of east
profile of unit at conpletion of
excavation; scale pole in foresround
rests on subsoil; stratigraphy from
base upwards includes mid-18th century
vard soll, 17708 mortar-filled con-
struction deposit, late 18th/early
19th century yard build-up and garden
soils, early 19th century path base
[barely visible 1.5 feet from bottom
of unit], early to mid-19th century
vard build-up ard garden soil overlaid
by fill of cut for mid-18th century
hotel porch, and later 19th/early
20th century yard build-up; scale in
feet (Photographer: Richard Hunter,
May 1987). h
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Plate 5.12. Trenton House,. Excavation Unit 1: view
of east profile of unit at completion of excavation;
horizontal scale role rests on subsoil; stratigraphy
from base upwards includes mid-18th century yard soil,
1770s mortar-filled construction deposit, late 18th/
early 19th century vard build-up and garden soils,
early 18th century path base [1.5 feet from bottom of
unitl], early to mid-19th century vard btuild-up and
garden soil cut at left by construction trench for mid-
19th century hotel worch, and later 18th/early 20th
century vard build-up; scale in feet (Protographer:
Richard Hunter, May 1987).

5-37




Plate 5.13. Trenten House, Excavation Unit 1A: general
view looking southwest showing early to mid~19th century
yard deposits; brick scatter and pearlware plate and iron-
stone cup represent disturbance of early 19th century brick
path and garden features; sand at base of profile below
horizontal scale pole is bedding for same mid-19th century
brick path observed in excavation unit 1; scale in feet
(Photographer: Richard Hurtter, August 1987y,
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Plate 5.14. Trenton House, Excavation Unit 1A: general
view looking south showing unit during excavation of
early 19th century deposits; robber trench for north-
eastern corner of late 18th century outbuilding visible
in center; acale in feet (Photographer: Richard Hunter,
Avgust 1987).
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profile in center of view to left of vertical scale pole
shows accumulation of mid-18th through mid-20th century
cultural stratigraphy consisting mostly of vard build-up
and garden soils; scale in feet (Photographer: Richard
Hunter, August 1987y,
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scale in feet (Photographer Richard Hunter, August 1987),



late 5.17.  Trenton House, Excavation Unit 1A general
view locking west upon completion of excavation; hori-
zontal scale pole rests on subsoll in base of robber
trench for east wall of late 18th century cutbuilding;
profile in center of view to right of vertical scale pole
‘shows destruction deposit associasted with late 18th century
outbuilding and accumilation of mid-18th through mid-20th

century cultural stratigraphy consisting mostly of vard

tuild~up and garden soils; scale in feet (Pnotographer:
Richard Hunter, Avgust 1987) .
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Plate 5.19. Trenton House, Excavation Unit 1B: view
loocking north upon completion of excavation; vertical
scale pole rests on subsoil; thin light line one foot
above base of unit repregents late 18th century con-
struction deposit; early 19th century brick path with
sand bedding visible two feet above base of unit; larsge
stone at top left corner of rrofile is part of late

159th century basement stair leading down to left of view
into basement of Rast Hanover Street hotel wing; scale
in feet (Photographer: Richard Hunter, August 1987).
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Plate 5.20. Trenton House, Excavation Unit 1B: view
locking south upon completion of excavation; scale pole
rests on subsoil; thin light line one foot above base of
unit represents late 18th century construction deposit;
sand bedding for early 19th century brick path visible
two feet above base of unit at left end of profile; brick
wall supporting mid- to late 19th century hotel porch
extends from 2.5 to four féeet above base of unit; upper
three courses of wall represent turm-of-the~century
remodeling and raising of porch; timber Joists supported
20th century Chinese restaurant flooring; scale in feet
(Photographer: Richard Hunter, August 1987) .
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posited in reverse order into
he space left by the outbuilding after itg demolition, but

fore the removal of its foundations. At the base of the
robber trench faint stains were noted which may have been
related in some way to the construction of this building.
However, it is not believed that the below-ground portion of

he structure was constructed out of timber; the outbuilding
foundations were presumably of masonry.

The precise dimensions and functi

on of this structure remain
certain. It cannot have measur

ed more than 12 or 13 feet

lerved in Excavation Unit 3
_ée below). It may therefore have been a small

utbuilding, Perhaps 12 to 13 feet square and presumably
omestic-related because of its proximity to the rear of the
it riginal mid-1770s house fronting
It seems likely that the

tchen, smokehouse or wash house.

_ lding foundation cut through a
arden soil deposit [1/24, 1A/24, 1B/14] similar to, but
eneath, the late 1830s through mid-1850s garden soil
scribed above. The interface of these two garden deposits

(the lower deposit being slightly darker

However,
it was found that the

5.6 and 5.8; Plates 5.4-5.8, 5.12, 5.19 and 5.20). This

brick walk {1720, 1B/12], roughly four feet in width,

appeared to follow a straight path from northwest to

southeast and was made up of blocks of diagonal zigzagging
de by a line of bricks set on edge

face was laid over a sand and

» 1/27, 1B/1371 similar to that observed for

3late 18th-century. The lower of the t
: » 1B/14] adjacent to this walk, and the very similar
801l beneath the walk {1/28, 1/30, 1A/25, 1A/26, 1B/15]

wo garden soils [1/24,

®ith depth. Some ill-defined
Observed cutting into these so
to detect how high in the stra
eatures originated,

postholes [1/28, 1/31] were
ils, although it was difficult
tigraphic sequence these
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» 1B/18) which is interpreted as
nstruction of

the first house on
the property in the mid-1770s (Figures 5.4-5.6 and 5.8;
Plates 5.8-5.12, 5.19 and 5.20). The artifacts recovered
from above and below this level, notably the Ceramics,
rongly support this identification {(Appendix C.i). The
i below thig stratum [1/37, 1A/27, 1A/29]
~also contained gome nortar, evidently trodden into the
ground surface during construction, while a number of
y Yy from temporary siructures erected during

hase) were observed cutting through this
evel [1/33, 1/34, 1/35, 1/38] (Plates 5.8 and 5.9),

) (Figures 5.5-5.8; Plates
5.8-5.12, 5.15-5,17, 5.19 and 5.20). These soils [1,/40,
4730, 1A/31, iB/17, 1B/187], perhaps more appropriately

termed vard soils, appear to have been cultivated, and it is

that possible prlow scars [1/44, 1/47,
1B/20] were observed at the interface of this material and
the subsoil., Ag these scars ran north-south across the
short axig of the Property they are very likely to have
; he 18th century before the Dunhams
. Block had been extensively subdivided. As one would expect,
il contained artifacts dating
ird quarter of the 18th century or
ials include examples of some
ic types such as tin-glazed
-earthenware, Whieldon ware, North Devon gravel-tempered
Ware, white salt-glazed Stoneware with "scratch blue” design
and Rhenigh stoneware. A small quantity of pPrehistoric
material was also mixed

into this earlieat historic deposit,
testimony to the extensi

_ ve aboriginal activity in the
Trenton area (Appendix C.i).

2A_and 2R (Matrix 5.2; Figures 5.9-5,13;

i Appendices B4 and C.1i) enabled a full
Southern half of the vard was dominated by a mid-19th
Century ice house (see below), the construction of which
removed all trace of any earlier stratigraphy. The northern
;half of the vard, however,

Was more intact and Excavation
2B sampled a fy

11l sequence of historica deposits
-between the ice house and the Bast Hanover Street wing of

the hotel. Excavation Unit 2A was dug to examine the ice
‘house entry, the construction of which had, again, destroved
all earlier.archaeological deposits.

iﬁ broadly similar sequence of 20t
Observed ip Excavation Units 2, 2

€en described » 1A and 1B (see above),
A mid- o late 20th century sub-floor build-up ang

ﬂestruction deposit {(2/1, 2A/1, 2B/11 was removed,

h~century deposits wag
A and 2B as have already

exposing
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MATRIX 5.2. TRENTON HOUSE, EXCAVATION UNITS 2, 2A AND 2B
(See Appendix B.i for details of contexts) '
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early 20th-century construction deposit [2/8, 2A/8],
though the presence of the ice house beneath had caused
Jaspread subsidence of this latter layer (Plates 5.21 and
7). One small trash pit, filled with early 20th-century
jes; was also noted cutting into this construction level

ure 5.11).

o east-west brick walls [2/2, 2/4, 2A/2, Z2A/4] were
mediately visible within Excavation Unit 2 once the floor
a5 removed (Plate 5.21). These were continuations of the
ame two foundations observed in Excavation Units 1, 1A and
‘and represent the foundations for the single-story
dcture erected over the former hotel vard sometime
atween 1908 and 1827. As part of this same building
peration a concrete-capped brick wall [2/6] was also

plied against the south wall of the yard (also the south
%11 of the ice house) (Figure 5.9).

northernmost of these brick foundations, echoing the
ation observed in Excavation Units 1 and 1B, was applied
gainst the earlier porch foundation [2B/3], the north side
‘which exhibited the same two phases of construction plus
vidence of an even earlier porch arrangement (Figure 5.12;
ates 5.31 and 5.33). As in Excavation Unit 1B the upper
hree courses of the porch foundation appear to represent a
i¥n-of-the~century raising of the porch level. Again, a
“iron column could be seen resting on the top of this
stion of foundation immediately adjacent to the unit
jgures 5.9 and 5,10; Plate 5.28). The lower nine courses
‘of a separate build, reflecting a lower and earlier

_h level.

ontained within and rising Jjust above the top of the lower
‘courses of brick masonry was a sandstone block [30],

dently a pillar for an earlier porch column. The upper

£ of this pillar had been dressed, suggesting that it was

riginally meant to be viewed, while the lower half was

ough hewn and clearly intended to be below ground and out

f sight. A similar sandstone block was uncovered roughly

feet to the east in the one remaining section of open

pace within the Trenton House property. These sandstone

llars are believed to represent the remains of the first

rch alongside the East Hanover Street wing of the hotel,

robably constructed in 1854. The porch level was therefore

ised twice in the half century following this initial

truction, its floor eventually being established at

ast two feet higher than the original.

Y:far the most dominant cultural feature in Excavation

its 2 and 2A was the stone foundations of a massive and
*XCeedingly deep ice house. Even though this structure was
10t immediately visible at the beginning of the excavation,
ts presence was hinted at from the very outset because of
nsiderable subsidence in the overlying deposite (Plate
:21). Once the 20th-century deposits had been removed the
outlines of this structure became apparent (Figure 5.9;
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FIGURE 5.10. TRENTON HOUSE, EXCAVATION

UNITS 2 AND 2B, WEST PROFILES

SOUTH

EXCAVATION UNIT 2

L :!@_n R A

‘\' R

Excavation Unit 2

Context 1 - sub~floor build-up and destruction
deposit [mid-/late 20thel

Context 2 ~ brick wall, foundation for flooring
system in Lido Gardens back room [c.1910-20
thru late 20the]

Context 3 - tuilders trench for foundation [2]
[e.1910-20]

Context 4 ~ brick wall, foundation for flooring
system in Lide Gardens back woom [c.1910-20
thru late 20the]

Context 5 - builders trench for foundation [4]
[c.1910-20]

Context 6 - concrete-capped brick wall, foundation
for fleoring system and first-floor wall in Lido
Gardens back room [c. 1910-20 thru late 20the]

Context 7 - builders trench for brick foundation
{81 [.1910-20)

Context 8 - construction deposit [c. 1910-20]

Context 9 - brick wall, south wall of jce house and
south wall of Trenton House vard
[¢.1835 thru late 20the]

Context 11 - fill/vard build-up [c.1880-19103

Context 12 ~ £ill/vard build-up [e.1890-19101

Context 14 - ash deposit/fill [e.1850~-1910]

Context 168 - £ill layer in top of and imrediately
above ice house [c.1890-1910]

4

Context 18 - yard build-up/fill [c.1880-1910]
Context 20 - yard tuild-up/fill adjacent to ice
house [c.1830-15103

Context 24 - yard £ill and upper £i11 of trench m STONE

for drain pipe [c.1890-1910}

Context 25 - stone wall; rebuilt upper part of
northwest corner of ice house wall [c.1890-19107 u BRICK

Context 26 - trench for drain pipe inserted into
ice house foundation [«.1890-1910)

Context 27 - yard tuild-up/garden soil [mid-19the}

Context 33 - builders trench for ice house wall
[¢.1835]

Context 34 - Tbedding for vard surface {54] and
brick path [early 1%the]

Context 37 - yard build-np/garden soil [early 189thc)

FLOOR JOIST

EXCAVATION UNIT 2B
e ~——_NORTH

CAST IRON
PORGCH PILLAR

Excavation Unit 2B

Context 1 - sub~floor bamild-up and construction deposit [mid-/late 20thec}
Context. 2 - stone wall, foundstion for south wall of Bast Hanover
Street hotel wing [mid-1850s1]
Context 3 ~ brick well, foundation for porch along south side
of south wall of East Hanover Street hotel wing [late 1Sthe,
two pheses] :
Context 4 - fill {early 20the]
Context 5 ~ fill {early 20thc]
Context 6 - yard build-up/fill [mid-18thc}
Context 7 - brick surface, Mdisturbed remnant of final phase
porch floor [late 1%thc) :
Context B [19] ~ builders itrench for stone foundation [23 for
south wall of East Hanover Street hotel wing [mid-1850s]
Context 8 ~ drain flowing WSW [mid-/late 18thc)
Context 10 -~ ash deposit [mid-189thel
Context 11 {18] - builders trench for brick drain [9] [mid-/late 1Sthc]

CONCRETE/CINDER BLOCK Context 12 - remant of brick path [early 18thc]

Context 13 - base for brick path [12) fearly 15the]

O ate 1oty 1oy Sorden eoil Gomtot 18 - aen nortemy 11/ e 18]

Comant? g it/sarly 19the] SAND AND PEBBLES e e L o e 4 :

Coﬁt‘tzxtn 43 : Bigsoigc’l (mid-18the] Context 22 - yard uild-up/fill and %construction deposit [early 18the)
text t 23 - vard soll [late 18the

dont P T ipah and west stans walle of los SUBSOIL oot 8~ yord soil oo Ao datme
cuse fc. ‘

Context 53 ~ terra-cotta drain pipe [¢.1890-1910] chggzz %‘g ; ;&ogsaggzmmw/root dlstu‘rbanc:e [date unclear)

Gontext 54 - yard or path surface [early 19the] Context 29 - builders trench for brick foundation [3] [late 19the]

For fuller detail of contexts see Appendix B.

Por fuller detail of contexts see Appendix B.
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Context 1 - sub~-floor build-up and destruction deposit
[mid~/late 20thel ’

Context 2 - brick wall, fourdation for flooring system in
Lido Gardens back room [c.1910-20 thru late 20thc]

Context 3 - builders trench for foundation [2] [c.1810-20)

Context 4 - brick wall, foundation for flooring system in
Lide Gardens back room [¢.1810-20 thru late 20thc]

Context 5 - builders trench for foundation [4] [c.1910-20]

Context 6 ~ concrete-capped brick wall, foundation for
flooring aystem and first-fléor wall in Lide Gardens
pack room [c. 1910-20 thru late 20thc]

Context 7 - buildere trench for brick foundation [63
fc.1910~201 ' :

Context 8 ~ construction depceit [c.l1810-2C]

Context 11 - fill/yard build-up [c.1890-1910)

Context 12 - fill/yard tuild-up [c.1890-1810]
Context 13 ~ ash deposit, disturbed [c.1830-1810]
Context 14 - ash deposit/f£ill [c¢.1890-1810]
Context 15 - trash deposit w/ bottles [early 20thc]

Context 16 - £ill laver [¢.1890-1910]

Context 18 - yard baild-up/fill [ec.1880-1910}

Context 19 - upper fill w/in ice house [o.1890-1910]

Context 23 [a-f] - various fill depcsits within ice house;
£¢.1880): (a) coarse sand W/ rock chips, gravel;
(b) coarse sand; (¢) furnace cinder, ash, ceramic
wasters; (d} silty loam with debris; (e) furnace clnder,
agh, cersmic wasters; (£} silty sand with destruction
debris ’

Context 25 - stome wall; rebuilt upper part of northwest corner of
ice house wall [¢.1890~1910];

Context 37 - yard build-up/garden soll [early 18the]

Context 39 - vard build-up/garden soil [late 18th/early 18thc]

Context 47 - ?redepcsited subsoil/early construction deposit [?1770s]
Context 48 - vard soil [mid~18thc}

Context 49 - eubsoil

Context 50 - stone wall, west well of ice house entrance [o.1835]
Context 52 - north and west storie walls of ice house [c.1B35]

For fuller detail of contexts see Appendix B.
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FIGURE 5.12. TRENTON HOUSE, EXCAVATION UNIT

s e, TRERTER IR, AR \IT 2B, SOUTH PROFILE

EAST =

51.3" asl .
STONE

BRICK

FLOOR JOIST

SUBSOIL

5-53

Context 3 - brick wall, foundation for porch along south side
of soath wall of Hast Hanover Street hotel wing {late 19the,
two phases ]
Comtext 22 - yvard tuild-up/fill and ?construction
deposit [early 19the]
Contéxt 23 - yard goil [late 18thc]
Context 24 -~ vard soil [mid-/late 18thcj
Context 26 - trash deposit/?shallow pit [mid-/late 18thcl
Context 28 - subsoil
Context 29 - tuilders trench for brick foundation {3] [late 18thc}
Context 30 - stone pillar, foundation for porch column [?wid-18%0s]
Context 31 - tilders trench for pillar [30] [?mid-19thc]

TS TS T I

i . For fuller detail of contexts see Appendix B.
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FIGURE 5.13. TRENTON HOUSE
EXCAVATION UNIT 2
PROFILE THROUGH DRAIN

NORTHEAST

et T

51.6' asl

BRICK

MORTAR

WOOD

SUBSOIL

Context 4 « brick wall, foundation for £looring system in
Lido Gardens back room [c.1910-20 thrua late 20the]
Cortext 5 ~ builders trench for foumdation {41 [c.1910-20]
Context 26 -~ trench for drain pipe
inserted into. ice house foundation [c.1880-1810]
Context 37 - vard build-up/garden soil [early 19the]
Context 39 - vard build-up/garden soil [late 18th/early 18thc]
Context 40 ~ brick drain; flow is from NW to SE; (probably
originally fed cistern on site of later ice house
{early 19thc]
Context 45 « butlders trench for brick drain [early 19thc]
Context 48 - £il1l of brick drain {early 18the]
Context 47 - 7redeposited subscil/early construction
deposit [71770s]
Context 48 ~ yard soil {mid-18thcl
Context 49 - subscil
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For fuller detail of contexts see Appendix B.




Flate 5.21. Trenton House,
Excavation Unit 2: general view
locking north during early stages
of excavation; brick walls supported
20th century Chinese restaurant
flooring; subsidence in foreground
to right of scale pole iz due to
underlying ice house; late 19th
century cast iron porch column
visible at top left; rear wall of
East Hanover Street hotel wing
beyond; scale in feet {Photographer:
Richard Hunter, April 1987).
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Plate 5.29. Trenton House, Excavation Unit 2: general
view looking north showing late 19th century deposits;
large foundation in center of view is northwest corner
of mid- to late 19th century ice house; scale in feet
(Photographer: Richard Runter, April 1987 Y.
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Plate 5.23, Trenton House, Excavation Unit 2: view
locking west showing northwest corner of mid- to late
19th century ice house; early 20th century brick wall

at left supported Chinese restaurant flooring system s
scale in feet (Photographer: Richard Hunter, April 1987).
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Flate 5.24. Trenton House: view locking northwest
showing base of northwest corner of mid- to late
19th century ice house following demolition of all
tuildings within the Dunhams Block; scale poles rest
on natural sands and gravels; scale in feet
(Fhotographer: Richard Regensburg, December 1887).
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Plate 5.25. Trenton House, Excavation Unit 2: view
looking southwest showing northern end of unit; mid-

to late 19th century ice house foundation at upper left;
ceramlc drain at top of view drains into ice house and
probably reflects turn-of-the~century use of the ice
“house as a septic; brick drain immediately below dates
from at least the early 19th century and has been cut

by the ice house builders” trench; wall at right displays
at least three phases of congtruction from mid-19th
through early 20th centuries relating to the hotel porch
and the Chinese restaurant flooring system; scale in
feet (Photographer: Richard Hunter, May 1987).
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Plate 5.26. Trenton House, Excavation Unit 2: view
locking northwest showing northern end of unit and
cross~section through early 19th century brick drain;
mid- to late 19th century ice house foundation at
bottom left; ceramic drain at left drains into ice
house and probably reflects turn-of-the-century use of
the ice house as a septic; wall at top of view displays
at least three phases of conatruction from mid-19th
through early 20th centuries relating to the hotel porch
and the Chinese restaurant flooring system; large stone
slab at base of this wall at top of view is part of the
19th century hotel yard surface; scale in feet
{Photographer: Richard Hunter, May 1987).
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Plate 5.27. Trenton House, Excavation Units 2, 2A

and 2B: general view locking north following removal
of floor in units 24 in right foreground and 2B at
center top; foundation of mid- to late 19th century

ice house at bottom ieft; top of west side of ice house
entry wall visible in unit 2A at center right; scale

in feet ( Photographer: Richeand Hunter, August 19875 .
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- Plate 5.28. Trenton House, Excavation Unite 2, 24

eénd 2B: general view looking northwest showing western
half of entry into mid- to late 19th century ice house

fully excavated at center right; scale in feet (Photo-

grapher: Richard Hunter, August 1987).
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Plate 5.29. Trenton House, Excavation Units 2 and ZA:
general view locking north showing western half of entry
into mid- to late 19th century ice house fully excavated
at center; early 19th century brick drain visible at top
left; scale in feet (Photographer: Richard Hunter,
Avguat 1987).
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Plate 5.30. Trenton House, Excavation Unit 2B: genexral
view looking east showing late 18th through mid-19th
century deposits; foundation at left behind pipes is
rear wall of East Hanover Street hotel wing; wall at
right displays at least three phases of construction from
mid-19th through early 20th centuries relating to the
hotel porch and the Chinese restaurant flooring system;
note sandstone pillar base for earlier porch at bottom
right within this wall; mid-19th cemtury brick drain in
floor of unit is laid in trench cut imto earlier yvard
soils; scale in feet (Photographer: Richard

Hunter, August 1987).
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Plate 5.31. Trenton House, Bxcavation Unit 2B: general
view locking east showing late 18th century vard deposit
and shell concentration partially excavated in base of
unit; builders” trench for rear wall foundation of East
Hanover Street hotel wing visible in base of unit at left;
rear wall of hotel wing at left; wall at right displays at
‘least three phases of construction from mid-19th through
early 20th centuries relating to the hotel porch and the
Chinese restaurant flooring system; note sandstone pillar
base for earlier porch at bottom right within this wall;
mid-19th century brick drain and accumulation of 18th

and 19th century yard deposits and garden soils visible
in profile at top of view; scale in feet (Photographer:
Richard Hunter, August 1987).
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Plate 5.32. Trenton House, Excavation Unit 2B: view
looking west showing west profile; horizontal scale role
rests on subsoil; at right the builders” trench for mid-
19th century East Hanover Street hotel wing is visible

- cutting into the subsoil and earlier yard depogits;

- stratigraphic sequernce from base of profile upwards
includes late 18th and early 19th century vard build-up
and garden soils, early 19th century brick path and sand
bedding at center left [two feet above base of unit],
nid-19th century brick drain cut into earlier deposits,
and mid~19th through early 20th century vard build-up;
scale in feet (Photographer: Richard Hunter, August 1987).
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Plate 5.33. Trenton House, Excavation Unit 2B: view
locking south showing south profile; horizontal scale
rests on subsoil; late 18th century vard tuild-up and
- garden soil is directly overlaid by cut for mid-19th
century sandstone porch pillar and trench for brick wall;
wall post-dates pillar and displays two phases, both
probably dating from second half of 19th century; in
west profile of unit at right early 19th century brick
path is visible [two feet above base of unit]; scale in
feet (Photographer: Richard Hunter, Avgust 1987).
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te 5.22). The foundations of the western end of this
lding were contained within Excavation Unit 2 {2/25,

0, 2/52], while the western half of the ice house entry,
ated on the north side of the structure, was uncovered in
avation Unit 2A [2A/10, 2A/14, 2A/187. 'The masonry of

of the entry
eared to be mostly dry-laid (Figures 5.9-5.11; Plates
2, 5.23 and 5.27-5.29).

ncurrent with the excavation of the ice house, a careful
nation was made of the extant south wall of the Trenton

e yard in this general vicinity. On the south (or 16

1 Warren Street) side of this wall a portion of the

e end of the ice house was visible. A vertical joint in

brick masonry marked the southwest corner of the

icture, while a sloping line of slate indicated the roof

h and the peak of the gable. This combination of

tectural and archaeological evidence demonstrated that

ce house waes originally one story high (probably

nstructed in brick above ground) and measured roughly 15

4 feet in plan (exterior dimensions) (10 by 20 feet
ior dimensions).

the ice house proved
an extremely hazardous task as the material was loose

deep, sc deep in fact that the full depth of the A
cture was not established until after the Dunhams Bloeck
> demolished. 1In December, 1987, with the asgistance of a
khoe, it was determined that the ice house extended to a
th of approximately 15 feet below the top of the stone
dation (Plate 5.24). The below~ground capacity of this
ucture was therefore around 3,000 cubic feet.

information was recovered concerning the interior of
lce house. There were some indications towards the base
the north wall that some form of timber lining may have
‘used (a narrow gap was evident between the fill and the
;7 but this may also have resulted from settling of loose
ris). The entry on the north side of the ice house
ended almost the full depth of the structure, vet there
0 clear evidence for a stair. It is conceivable that
© form of hoist or movable platform may have been used,
any stair would have been very steep. It is possible,
ever, as the east side of the entry was not examined,
> entry may have been via a stair that proceeded down

?éeast to west, then turning south to enter into the
ding .

e house is believed to date from the 1830s and was
Obably built during the period when the Camden and Amboy
road and Transportation Company was involved with the
nton House property. An ice house is known to have been

Xistence on the lot in 1851, prior to the major
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Based on the historic map evidenc
contained in the fily the ice hou
of use circa 1830, around the time th
ice companies were beginning to estab
Coast cities. The ice house seems to
rapidly within a matter of a few hours
S principal filil materials being waste fr
“potteries (a common Practice in late 19th- and early

- 20th-century Trenton, the so-called Staffordshire of
America). Wasters from both the Trenton China Company and
“the Anchor‘Pottery were recovered, in addition to vast

quantities of unmarked bisgue-fired earthenwares and
assorted kiln furniture

€ and the artifacts
Se appears to have gone out

at refrigeration and
lish a presence in Bast
have been filled

or days, one of the
om local areas

his material may represent destructio
‘above-ground portion of the building.

After its abandonment and filling,
house was put to use as a septic.

wWas exposed which had be
of the ice house wall ne

it appears that the ice
A ceramic drain [2/53]
en inserted through the upper part

1A and 1B. This latter
o Excavation Unit 2

builders trench, and the

produced early to mid-19th
the mid-1850s

or this section of the Trenton House.

[2/27, 2/29]. Both the hotel wall
£ill layer into which it was cut,

century artifacts, thus supporting
construction date f

xcavation Unit 2. It presumably fed into an undiscovered
Septic somewhere between thes
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Sealed beneath deposits contemporary with the hotel’s
mid-1850s construction, and cut by the ice house
construction levels of circa 1835, were fragments of a vard
surface and yard-related features dating from the late 18+th
and early 19th centuries (Figures 5.9, 5.10, 5.12 and 5.13;
Plates 5.25, 5.268, 5.32 and 5.33). A small area of brick
raving [2B/12] and an associated stone slab [2/54] appeared
to correspond, both stratigraphically and in terms of
general elevation, with the lower of the two brick walks
observed in Excavation Units 1 and 1B. This surface and its
sand and gravel base [2/34, 2B,13] lay above and adjacent to
a garden or vard soil £2/37, 2/38, 2B/22] that produced late
18th- and early 18th-century cultural materials.

Embedded within this vard or garden soil at the north end of
Excavation Unit 2 were the remains of two drains (Figures
5.9 and 5.13; Plates 5.25 and 5.26). The larger of the two
was a finely-constructed brick drain [2/40] running from
northwest to southeast. This drain was cut at its
southeastern end by the ice house construction, while its
northwestern end passed directly beneath the large stone
slab noted above [2/54]. Running perpendicular to the brick
drain, at a slightly higher level, was a ceramic drain pipe
[2/55] which is believed to have fed directly into the top
of the brick drain, although this relationship had been
removed by the builders trench for the ice house s north
wall. These two drains were apparently arranged in a
Primary/secondary configuration and together fed into a
septic zone on the site of the ice house. Both drains
probably also originated in outbuildings along the East
Hanover Street frontage at the rear of the property.

The lower portion of the vard soil within which these drains
had been laid was excavated as a separate context [2/39,
2B/23] and yielded a much higher propertion of late
18th-century artifacts than the soil above (Appendix C.i).
Sealed at the base of this soil wae a thin layer of
redeposited subsoil [2/47) that may have been associated
with the mid~1770s construction episode (Figure 5.13). This
level was not identified in Excavation Unit 2B, In its
rlace was the base of a shallow trash pit [2B/28] containing
mid-18th century artifacts and a concentration of shell
(Figure 5.9; Plate 5.31). This pit cut into a basal vard
soil deposit [2/48, 2B/24], directly above the subsoil and
similar to that found in Excavation Units 1, 1A and 1B
(Figures 5.10, 5.12 and 5.13; Plates 5.28 and 5.31-5.33).
This layer also produced mid-18th century materials,
although no evidence of plow scars was seen ag in the other
units,
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Excavation Unit 3 (Figure 5.14; Plate 5.34; Appendices B.i
and C.1) was located towards the western end of the former
hotel yvard within what was the 20th-century hotel office.
This unit was mostly excavated during the Phase 2
investigations with minor additional work being undertaken
in its southeastern corner during Phase 3. No Phase 1 tests
were conducted in this area, so there was no hint as to what
might be found prior to the Phase 2 work. As it turned out,
extensive early 20th-century modifications had taken place
below ground in this area and only a small three-foot-wide
strip of ground along the east side of the unit offered any
hope of earlier archaeclogical deposits.

Upon removal of the floor it was found that the western half
of the unit was taken up by the northeastern corner of an
addition attached to the rear of the southernmost hotel wing
along the North Warren Street frontage. Based on the
historic map sequence, this addition was very short lived,
being erected between 1905 and 1908 and torn down hetween
1908 and 1927 when the hotel vard was enclosed within a
one-story structure. Archaeological evidence of this
addition consisted of a brick foundation [7] enclosing an
area where a destruction deposit [1] overlay a patterned
tile floor (Figure 5.14; Plate 5.34). This floor [5] was
set on a cement base which in turn was lalid over a laver of
planking. These floor deposits had partially collapsed into
the crawl space beneath exposing traces of a builders trench
[6] immediately adjacent to the foundation.

Twoe drain pipes were encountered within the unit. One, a
cast iron pipe [2], post-dated the addition of 1305-08 and
drained the roof of a later addition [8] adjacent tc the
south wall of the property (still extant as part of Dixie’s
regtaurant in 1987). The other drain, a ceramic pipe [4],
either immediately pre-~dated or was contemporary with the
19056-08 addition. This drain flowed north to East Hanover
Street {(presumably into the city-wide storm sewer system)
outside the east wall of the 1805-08 addition.

Excavation in the eastern side of the unit revealed the
rubble fill/make-up level associated with the hotel
expansion of the mid-1850s [10], but considerable difficulty
wag experienced in excavating in this area because of
leaking roofs and poor drainage. Eventually, it was decided
to concentrate excavation in the southeast corner of the
unit in an effort to establish whether the robber trench
found in the southwest corner of Excavation Unit 1 extended
as far as Excavation Unit 3. However, no trace of this
trench was observed in or below the vard soil levels beneath
the mid-1850s £ill and excavations were halted at a depth of
approximately two feet. The principal wvalue of Excavation
Unit 3 thus lay in helping to define the limits of the
outbuilding foundation discovered in Excavation Units 1 and
1A.
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FIGURE 5.14. TRENTON HOUSE, PLAN OF EXCAVATION UNIT 3
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Plate 5.34. Trenton House, Excavation Unit 3: general
view looking east; early 20th century tile floor in
foreground subsiding into crawlspace beneath; 20th
century drains contemporary with and post-dating the
floor are visible in center of view; 19th century yard
taild-up beyond; scale in feet (Photographer: Richard
Hunter, April 1887}.

5-73




