ARCHAEOLOGY

.age 1 archaeoclogical jnvestigation of 12 and 14 North

ven Street (and the alley in between) involved a thorough
ispection of the basements, ground floors and outside
srtions of these properties and limited subsurface testing
5 establish whether intact archaeological deposits atill
arvived in those areas where basements did not appear to be
v Phase 2 archaeological investigation involved the
ycavation of four units in areas where potentially
jgnificant archaeological resources were encountered.

hree of these units were located inside the rear,

ncellared portion of 12 North Warren Street. The fourth
nit was located at the rear end of the alley between 12 and

North Warren Street (Figure 6.1).

identification of the archaeological deposits beneath
he rear section of 12 North Warren Street was largely the
sult of a close reading of the historic map sequence
oupled with careful measurement of the basement (Figure
2: Plate 6.1). It was soon apparent that the easternmnost
ection of this building, built sometime between 1808 and
927 (Figures 4.20 and 4.21), had been erected directly on
of an earlier yard and did not contain a basement. A
roughly 22 feet north-south by 35 feet east-west was
us identified as being archaeologically promising.

addition a strip of ground, 10 feet north-south by 30

¢t east-west, adjoining the south side of the alley in the
ter of the 12 North Warren Btreet property, was also
tified as being without a basement. This part of the
operty was built over during the same 1808-27 periocd as

¥t of the same phase of construction that produced the

ar section of the building.

Pick-axing and posthole testing through the appropriate
oors confirmed the presence of archaeclogical deposits in
ese portions of 12 North Warren Street. Excavation Units
‘and B were accordingly laid out within the 22 by 3b5-foot
‘ea, while Excavation Unit C was located within the 10 by
<foot strip. These excavations resulted in the

amination of approximately 12% of the area available for
‘chasclogical excavation within the 12 North Warren Street

roperty.

he basement of 12 North Warren Street, constructed of
ough-dressed, random-1laid fieldstone, proved to be of sone
rchaeological interest in its own right (Figure 6.2y, For
easons that are discussed further in Chapter 6C below these
oundations are believed to be part of the house built in

hﬁ early 1820s by Stephen Rose. The main entry into the
asement from the street was formerly via a stair that led
own adjacent to the northwest corner of the building

eath the sidewalk. The staircase and original sidewalk
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FIGURE 6.2. 12 NORTH WARREN STREET: BASEMENT PLAN
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12 North Warren Sryeet: north wall of

rear section of baserent chowing fireplace supports
and possible oven; acale in feel [see Figure 6.21]
{Photographer: Richard Hunter, August 1987).

Plate 6.1,




pening had been replaced by a simple hatch. A full
pasement underlay the entire front section of 12 North
Warren Street, but 60 feet east of the street this narrowed
o a 26-foot wide partial basement that extended east for
nother 80 feet beneath the center section of the building.
nile the rear portion of the pasement was divided into two
ections, the continuous foundation along the south wall
uggested that the foundations were of a single "build."” In
the north wall of the rear basement section were substantial Cl
prick and stone supporis for a fireplace (long since b
emoved) at the first-floor level and evidence of a possible -
1locked oven {suggesting that cooking may have taken place e
in the basement) (Plate 8.1).

Excavation Unit A (Matrix.6.1; Figures 6.3 and 6.4; Plates
92-6.10; Appendices B.ii and C.ii), 4 by 18 feet in plan,
as laid out diagonally, northeast-southwest, across the
ear room of 12 North Warren Street (Figure 6.1). The
xcavation unit was iaid out in this way to provide optimum
overage of the area available for excavation within the
com Wwithout going so far as to excavate +the room in its

tirety.

ne cement floor and its rubble base [1] were removed with a s
:ackhammer, picks and shovels (Plate 8.2). Beneath this Lo
‘material was a discontinuous layer of fill [9] (probably a
make-up level for the 1808-27 construction) and remains of a
brick foundation [8] and brick yard surface or path [5]
(Plate 6.3). These latter features appear to be of mid-19th
century date, the foundation evidently being the remains of
4 one-story rear addition that was in existence certainly by
the 1880s and perhaps even before 1870 (Figures 4.13 and
4.15-4.20). This addition did not contain a basement and
was erected over a shallow crawl space. Its function
remains unknown, although the structure appears o have been
built during the period that 12 North Warren Street was a
jewelry store and it may therefore have fulfilled some
commercial purpose. The upper deposits inside the rear
‘addition had been much disturbed by the early 20th-century
construction and the installation of water pipes [4, 147,
but below this zone was a yard soil, up to 18 inches thick,
that contained a mixture of late 18th- and esarly 18th-
century cultural materials [7, 12, 137 {(Plates 8.4 and 6.5).

Immediately outside the northeastern corner of the rear
addition a ceramic drain [16, 17] gathered water from the
roof and fed an unknown destination to the northwest. This
drain, which was sealed by the brick vard surface, was
either contemporary with the rear addition or was installed
sometime in the very late 19th- or very early 20th
centuries. If it dated from prior to the 1890s the pipe may
have fed into a cistern between the rear addition and the
alley, but if it dated from the turn-of-the-century (perhaps
the more likely explanation), it probably connected with the
city-wide storm drain system (Figures 8.3 and 6.4).
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MATRIX 6.1. 12 NORTH WARREN STREET
EXCAVATION UNIT A

(See Appendix B.ii for details of contexts)
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FIGURE 6.3
12 NORTH WARREN STREET
PLAN OF EXCAVATION UNIT A
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Contexct 1 - floor of first floor rear room {eariy 20thc]
Context 3 - trench for pipe {41 [late 18th/eaxrly 20thc]
Context 4 - pipe [late 189th/early 20thc]

Cortext & - walkway or yard [mid-19th thra eariy 20the]

Context % - NE corner of brick foundation for esarlier rear
wing [mid-19the}

Context § - £1ll {late 189the]

Context 12 - vard build-up/garden soil [mid-18th thru early
19the] ;

Comtext 14 - pipe [late 19th/early 20thc]

Context 18 - £ill of pipe trench {mid-/late 19thcl

Comtext 17 - drain pipe tmid-/late 19the]

Context 18 - ?leveling deposit for brick walkway or yard
gurface [51 [mid-1%the)

Context 21 -~ stone cap for clistern {early 18208}

Context 24 - £111 of pipe trench fearly 182083

Context 25 - drain pipe {early 1820s]

Context 26 - cistern fed. by drain [25], capped by slab
[21] snd set into natural river gravels [38)
fearly 1820s] C

Context 27 - vard taild-up/garden soil {late 18th thru
mid~18the]

Conbext 30 - stons wall, 7outbudlding foundation or stone
cistem, probably same structure as context 28 in
[7late 18th/eariy 19thel

Context 31 - £ill of wailders trench for cistern [26]
{early 1820s8] :

For fuller detail of contexts see Appendix B.




FIGURE 6.4. 12 NORTH WARREN STREET: EXCAVATION UNIT A
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Plate 6.2, 12 North Warren Street, Excavation Unit A:
view looking east showing cement floor being removed by
jackhammer; scale in feet (FPhotographer: Richard Hunter,
Avgust 1987)..




Plate 6.3. 12 North Warren Street,
Excavation Unit A: general view
looking northeast showing unit during
early stages of excavation; northeast
corner of foundation for mid-19th
century rear addition to early 1820s
dwelling visible in center of unit;
scale in feet (Photographer: Richard
Hunter, August 1987).
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Plate 6.4. 12 North Warren Street,
Excavation Unit A: general view
locking northeast showing northeast .
corner of foundation for mid-19th
century rear addition fully exposed;
vertical scale pole in angle of
foundation rests on subsoil; slab

at far end of trench covers top of
early 19th century brick cistern;
scale in feet (Fhotographer: Richard
Hunter, August 193873,
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Plate 8.5. 12 North Warren Street, Excavation Unit A:
view looking southeast showing southwestern end of unit;
northeast corner of foundation for mid-189th century rear
addition at left; vertical scale pole rests on subsoil;
18th and early 19th century vard soils visible in bottom

" two feet of profile; these are overlaid by later 19th

century vard build-up and £ill; scale in feet (Photo-
grapher: Richard Hunter, August 1987).
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The dominant feature outside the rear addition in the rest
of Excavation Unit A was a second, earlier ceramic drain
[24, 251 which fed intc a finely-constructed, beehive-shaped
brick cistern [26, 31] located in the northeastern corner of
the room (Plates 6.6-6.8). This drain may have been
modified in the mid-19th century to gather rain water from
the roof of the one-story rear addition constructed at that
time, but, on the basis of the artifacts recovered from the
trench for the pipe further to the northeast and from the
builders trench for the cistern, these features appear to
have been part of the early 18208 construction phase. The
cistern is presumably contemporary with the building of
Stephen Rose s house and was designed to collect rain water
from the southeastern corner of the two-story, brick rear
section of this structure, (Figures 4.13 and 4.15-4.20),

The observed stratigraphic sequence and the artifactual
evidence indicate that the cistern went out of use sometime
in the mid- to late 19th century, probably being replaced by
the larger cistern discovered nearby in Excavation Unit B
(see below). Interestingly, its interior was. not filled
with refuse (as 1s usually the case when such features are
abandoned), but was capped with a large slate slab [21].
The foot or so of deposits in the base of the cistern
[32-37], which accumulated during its period of use, thus
contained early 18th-century cultural materials (Appendix
C.ii).

The most tantalizing feature of the cistern was the fact
that it had been constructed up against and incorporated
part of an earlier mortared stone foundation [30] (Plates
8.9 and 6.10). This section of foundation ran north-south
and connected with a length of east-west walling discovered
in Excavation Unit B [context 28] (the southwest corner of
this structure was just discernible in the northwestern
acorner of Excavation Unit B). While the east-west dimension
of this foundation is unknown, the property boundaries in
force in the early 19th century require that it probably
measured no more than 10 to 12 feet from north to south.

No builders trench was observed for this earlier foundation
and, in Excavation Unit A, it appeared to have been laid
flush against a cut in the subsoil [29] on its southern
side, with a yvard soil [27, 28] abutting its exterior
surface. This suggests that the wall defined an open space
below ground to the north, possibly an earlier sqguare
cistern or septic, or an outbuilding with a below-ground
component (such as an ice house). Whatever the nature of
this structure it c¢learly predated the brick cistern in
Excavation Unit A and is therefore of 18th- or very early
18th-century date.
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Plate 6.6. 12 North Warren Street, HExcavation Unit A:
view locking southwesd showing northeast end of unit

and top of early 19th century brick cistern with slate
aslab removed; note ceramic drain feeding into clstern

behind scale pole; scale in fee
Bmter, August 1987).
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Plate 8.7. 12 North Warren Street,
Excavation Unit A: general view
1ooking northeast showing northeast
end of unit; ceramic drain in fore-
ground feeds into early 19th cenbury
brick cistern at fay end of unit;
scale in feet (Photographer: Richard
Hurter, August 1887).
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FPlate 6.8, 12 North Warren Street, Excavation Unit A:

view looking northeast showing early 19th century brick
cistern; ceramic drain has been removed; scale in feet

(Photographer: Richard Hurtter, Auvgust 1887).
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FPlate 6.9. 12 North Warven Street, Excavation Unit A:
view looking southeast showing northeast end of unit;
early 19th century brick cistern at left has been
partially removed; note that the Clstern cuts and has
been built into an earlier stone foundation visible in
the center of the view; a section of the ceramic drain
feeding the cistern can be seen in base of unit; northesst
corner of mid-19th century rear addition just vigible at
right; scale in feet (Photographer: Richard Hunter,

August 1987).
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MATRIX 6.2. 12 NORTH WARREN STREET
EXCAVATION UNIT B

(See Appendix B.ii for details of contexts)
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FIGURE 6.5. 12 NORTH WARREN STREET: EXCAVATION UNIT B
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Plate 68.11. 12 North Warren Street, Excavation Uriit B:
view looking northwest during early stages of excavation;
late 19th/early 20th century brick yard surface visible
over most of unit; scale in feet (Photographer: Richard
Humter, August 1887). :

Plate 6.12. 12 North Warren Street, Excavation Unit B:
view locking north showing large stone slabs covering
mid- to late 19th century brick cistern; scale in feet
{Fhotographer: Richard Bunter, August 1987).
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Plate 6.13. 12 North Warren Street, Excavation Unit B:
view looking south southwest showing mid- to late 18th
century brick cistern partially excavated; scale in feet
{Photographer: Richard Hunter, August 1987).
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Plate 6.14. 12 North Warren Street, Bxcavation Unit B:
view looking south southwest showing mid- to late 18th
century brick cistern fully excavated; note large natural
boulder at base of cistern; scale in feet {Photographer:
Richard Hunter, Auvgust 1887).
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Plate 6.15. 12 North Warren Street, Excavation Unit B:
view looking east showing fill of mid~ to late 19th
century brick cistern; scale in feet (Photographer:
Richard Hunter, August 1987).
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Plate 6.186. 12 North Warren Street, Excavation Unit B:
view locking northwest showing mid- to late 19th century
brick cistern in foreground; far end of horizontal scale
pole at right rests on southwest corner of possible 18th
century structure that was also cbserved in excavation
unit A; scale in feet (Photographer: Richard Hunter,
August 1987). '
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he cistern in Excavation Unit B, like the earlier cistern

n Excavation Unit A, was also built up against the earlier
astone foundation [28 and Excavation Unit A, context 30]
discussed above. The southwestern corner of this square or
pectangular structure was observed at the western end of the
north profile of Excavation Unit B (Plate 6.16). Any
svidence of a builders trench for this foundation had been
emoved through the construction of the cistern.

Excavation Unit C (Matrix 6.3; Figure 6.6; Plates 6.17 and
8.18; Appendices B.ii and C.ii) measured 3.5 by 9 feet and
was located on the north side of the center section of 12
North Warren Street (Figure 6.1). The unit was oriented
north-south, perpendicular to the main axis of 12 North
Harren Street and the alley to ithe north.

The archaeological stratigraphy in this excavation unit
displayed a major discontinuity. The construction activity
between 1908 and 1927 that resulted in the erection of a
two-story brick structure over the full width of this
central portion of the property removed virtually all trace
of pre-existing 19th- and 18th-century deposits. The early
20th-century construction and fill deposits [1, 5] lay
directly over subsoil.

The foundations and their builders trenches observed at the
north and south ends of the unit were the only major
features of any antiquity. The northern brick wall of the
early 20th-century structure [2] was laid on top of a stone
foundation [11] that was probably the base of an earlier
property wall. The builders trench {6] for this latter
foundation contained early 19th-century artifacts, so this
wall probably represented the property boundary established
in' the first guarter of the 19th century between 12 North
Warren Street and the alley to the north. A line of bricks
[138] adjacent to this foundation may have been a yard
surface remnant or underpinning for a yard. At the opposite
end of the unit, the outside face of the north wall of the
rear basement section of 12 North Warren Street was revealed
{3) (Figure 6.2). The builders trench [8] for this wall
also produced early 19th-century artifacts, confirming that
this portion of the building dated originally from the early
1820s. A single posthole {7) may have been related to the
conatruction of this rear portion of the Stephen Rose house.
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MATRIX 6.3. 12 NORTH WARREN STREET
EXCAVATION UNIT C

(See Appendix B.ii for details of contexts)
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FIGURE 6.6. 12 NORTH WARREN STREET: EXCAVATION UNIT C
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Context 13 - brick surface {719thc]

For fuller detail of contexts see Appendix B.
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Plate 6.18. 12 North Warren Street, HExcavation Unit C:
general view looking north showing unit during early
stages of excavation; cast iren pipe visible within
19th century yard 80il; scale in feet (Photographer:
Richard Hunter, August 1887).
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he it (Matrix 6.4; Figure 6.7 and 6.8;
1ates 8.19-8.21; Appendices B.ii and C.ii) originated as a
~foot long, 1.5-foot wide trench excavated in the Phase 1

i This was then expanded westwards in the
nase 2 studies to encompass an area of approximately 70
quare feet. This unit was mostly located in what was
istorically the rear portion of 14 North Warren Street,
1though its southern tip extended into the eastern end of
he alley between 12 and 14 North Warren Street. The
astern end of the alley, in its final 20th-century
anifestation, included part of the rear section of 14 North
arren Street (Figures 4,21-4.23 and 6.7).

eneath the 20th-century asphalt and cobble alley surfaces
1, 2], a complex series of walls and other buried remains
as encountered, ranging in date from the 18th through the
Oth centuries (Plates 6.19-6.21). Unfortunately, intensive
se of this area and the destructive effects of each
uccessive building phase on pre-existing structures made
a1l interpretation of the archaeological remains in thie

'wo parallel cast-west foundations [10, 141, from the
ssociated stratigraphic and artifactual evidence, appear to
ave dated from the early to mid-19th century. These

yart of 14 North Warren Street on historic maps of the last
sarter of the 19th century (Figures 4.16-4.18). These
jtructures were torn down sometime between 1891 and 1905
during the True American era, when the rear portion of 14
North Warren Street was remodeled so that a part of the
building remained open at the first story. This was
basically how the building appeared in 1987 (Figures
4.19-4.23). These changes to the rear of the building
iround the turn of the century were presumably to facilitate
loading and unloading of materials used in the True American

printing operation.

In the west central part of the Alley Excavation Unit, two
stone and brick walls [12 and 13] defined the northern end
of a square or rectangular structure that enclosed a
rubble-filled, cellar-like hole cut down roughly two feet
below the ground surface (Figure 6.7; Plates 6.18 and 6.19).
4 single upright post [22], three feet east of the east end
of the north wall [12], may also have been part of this
building. The structure was open on its southern side, as
if to allow access from the alley. Stratigraphically, this
structure post-dated the two easi-west walle noted above
{10 and 14] (Matrix 6.4), but it also clearly pre~dated the
True American phase as it was overlaid by a line of Belgian
blocke [2] that related to the turn—oﬁmthe—century
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MATRIX 6.4. 14 NORTH WARREN STREET
ALLEY EXCAVATION UNIT
(See Apppendix B.ii for details of contexts)

1 . .
yard surfaces
) 2
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cut feature {e.g. builders trench, pit, posthole}

other features
: connecting lines show stratigraphic
subsoil relationships closest in time
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FIGURE 6.7
14 NORTH WARREN STREET

PLAN OF ALLEY EXCAVATION UNIT
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For fuller detail of contexts see Appendix B.
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FIGURE 6.8. 14 NORTH WARREN STREET: ALLEY EXCAVATION UNIT
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Context 1 - alley and vard surface [mid-20thec}

Context 2 - alley and yard surface [early 20thc]

Context 3 - £ill and leveling deposit for cobble surface [early 20the]
Context 4 - £i11 [?18thc)

Context 5 - yeard ballid-up/garden soil [18thel

Context 7 - yard bulld-up/garden goil [late 18th thru mid-1%thel
Context 8 - gubeoil .

Context 10 - atone wall, Zoutbullding foundation {?early 1Sthc]
Context 11 - stone wall, Toushuilding foupdation or garden boumdary

[7late 18thc) -
Context 14 - stone wall, Zproperty boundary or cutbuilding famdstion m MORTAR
[7early 19thc] -

Context 15 - fill [19the] v b SBUBSOIL

Context 16 ~ f£il1l [1%thc] 0 IFT
Context 17 - vard build-up/garden soil or 7fill [late 18thc/eaxly 19the]

Context 18 - vard build-up/garden scil or 7£ill

Context 19 - builders trench for wall [10] [19thc]

Context 20 - pavement at rear of alley [20thc}
Context 21 - batlders trench for wall [14] [Pearly 19thc]

For fuller detail of comtexts see Appendix B,




Plate 6.19. 14 North Warren Street, Alley Excavation
Unit: general view looking north during early stages
of excavation showing early 20th century cobble and
Belgian block yard surface overlying earlier walls;

scale in feet (Photographer: Richard Hunmter, May 1887).
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Plate 6.20. 14 North Warren Btreet, Alley Excavation
Unit: general view looking north showing series of
19th and possible late 18th century stone walls; scale
in feet (Photographer: Richard Huter, May 1887).
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Plate 6.21. 14 North Warren Street, Alley Excavation
Unit: general view locking west showing series of
19th and possible late 18th century stone walls; scale
in feet (Photographer: Richard Huter, May 1987).
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